


Watch me daddy!



“The deepest search in life, it seemed to me, 
the thing that in one way or another was central

to all living was man’s search to find a father,
not merely the father of his flesh,
not merely the father of his youth,

but the image of strength and wisdom
external to his need and superior to his hunger,

to which the belief and power
of his own life could be united.”

Thomas Wolfe



The big hug

“You are my Son the Beloved;
my favor rests on you”

Mark 1:11



“Tonight, about 40 percent of American children
will go to sleep in homes in which their fathers do not live.

Before they reach the age of eighteen, 
more than half of our nation’s children

are likely to spend at least a significant portion
of their childhoods living apart from their fathers. …

Fatherlessness is the most harmful 
demographic trend of this generation.”

David Blanken-horn: Fatherless America (2015)



Father absent homes
Ø 5 times the average suicide rate.

Ø Increased rates of depression & suicide.

Ø 32 times the average incarceration rate.

Ø Decreased education & increased drop-outs.

Ø Lower average income levels.

Ø Increased rates of divorce &  relational issues.

Ø Increased rates of substance abuse.



Not forsaken
“No matter what has happened on this side of eternity

between you and your dad (good, bad or ugly);
you are not forsaken by God - your Heavenly Father!"

Louie Giglio

“My father and mother abandoned (forsake) me. 
I’m like an orphan!

But you took me in and made me yours.”

Psalm 27: 10 TPT



And, “I will be a Father to you,
and you will be my sons and daughters,

says the Lord Almighty.”

2 Corinthians 6:18 NIV



“What comes to our minds 
when we think about God

is the most important thing about us.”

A.W. Tozer 

The Knowledge of the Holy (1961)



What comes to your mind
when you think about God?



Your view of god

• Grandpa God

• Cosmic Force God

• Concierge God

• Stained-Glass God

• Angry God

• Scorekeeper God

• Hipster/Buddy God

• Buffet God

• Me God

• No-God God



Paul in Athens
From one man he made all the nations,

that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the 

boundaries of their lands. God did this that they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him 

and though he is not far from any one of us.
‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’

As some of your own poets have said,
‘We are his offspring.’

Acts 17: 26-28 NIV



You have worth.
You are known.

You have meaning.



God can be known
Ø Wide View: God reveals himself in Creation.

Ø Deep View: God reveals himself in Scripture.

Ø Intimate View: God reveals himself in Jesus.
_________________________________________________________________________________

“The number one image of God 
that Jesus paints for us is this: 

God is a Father.”

Louie Giglio



“Now this is eternal life:
that they know you (Father),

the only true God.”

John 17: 3 NIV



“I am the way the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father

except through me.”

John 14: 6 NIV


